Lesson Plan 

Characterization

Reading Comprehension

Students are constantly asked to “reflect” or consider or predict in the “standard-based” materials teach with now; but students rarely are taught the precursor skills needed to be able to synthesize an answer.

This lesson will develop the ability to understand characters in a highly engaging and effective way.

Set:

Who watches commercials? Do you predict a character’s actions? Are you ever incorrect in your guess? That’s because authors characterize to help you predict and surprise you. Learning to characterize will enable you to predict better and reflect better.

Objective(s) : 

6th grade Lang arts Content Standards as follows:

Standard Covered:

3.2 Analyze the effect of the qualities of the character (e.g., courage or cowardice, ambition or laziness) on the plot and the resolution of the conflict.

3.8 Critique the credibility of characterization and the degree to which a plot is contrived or realistic (e.g., compare use of fact and fantasy in historical fiction).

Input: 

The teacher will give the students a series of characterization templates, and them play a series of TV commercials, the students will consider and label the character’s qualities.

Modeling:
The first commercial/web will be 100% modeled by the teacher, explaining clues that allow the students to understand each category (actions, description, dialogue, interior monologue and what society thinks about the character)

Guided Practice: 

The last two videos will be done cooperatively, as modeling continues. Students will provide sample answers and the teacher will qualify them as appropriate or not, as the class each fills out their own practice sheet.

This will also serve as the “check for understanding”. The teache will assist the students with difficult vocabulary and/or concepts as they share their answers.
Closure:

The teacher will close by reminding students of the key vocabulary, the uses of characterization in watching commercials, movies, and yes, even reading books.
Independent Practice:
Students will do a characterization activity on the next four lit logs completed as homework over the next several weeks. The teacher will monitor the student’s progress over these assignments. Students not grasping certain areas will be assisted in small groups as needed.

Characterization Form
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Character Name

Dialogue - what they say

Actions - things they do

Interior Monologue - what they think

Society - what characters
in the book think about
this character




Video 1: 

Mr. Cliché:  This one is great because it’s easy, obvious and we get to talk about clichés, too!

Looks like: office guy  Society thinks: he’s a genius

Actions: spews clichés Dialogue: clichés Int Monologue: thinking about clichés

Video 2: 

Aflac:  Again, easy and obvious, a kid favorite, too.

Looks like: a white duck  Society thinks: he’s a just a duck, a crazy one

Actions: tries to warm people Dialogue: AFLAC Int Monologue: thinking about how dumb people can be
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